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CONFIDENTIAL WARSAW 4623 
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SUB J : OLSZOWSKI VISIT TO ROME ON AGAIN 
REF: A) ROME 5484; B) WARSAW 3290 

1. ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TOLD ME THAT A VISIT BY FOREIGN MINISTER 
OLSZOWSKI TO ROME IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN NOVEMBER 8 WITH AN OFFICIAL 
PROGRAM OF TWO OR THREE DAYS TO BE FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER 

TWO OR THREE DAYS OF SIGHTSEEING IN ITALY. 

2. THE AMBASSODOR COMMENTED THAT HE IS 
CONVINCED THAT OLZOWSKI WILL VISIT THE VATICAN AND BE 
RECEIVED BY THE POPE. 

3. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY WAS TOLD BY TWO POLISH JOURNAL- 
ISTS IN LATE JULY THAT THE OLSZOWSKI VISIT TO ROME WAS ON 
AGAIN, PROBABLY IN OCTOBER. ONE OF THE SOURCES SAID HE 
HAD BEEN APPROACHED ABOUT ACCOMPANYING OLSZOWSKI. AS 
REPORTED BY REF B„ OLSZOWSKI'S MEETING WITH MONSIGNOR 
CASAROLI AT HELSINKI IN EARLY JULY WAS PROMINENTLY REPORTED 
IN THE POLISH PRESS. SUCH A MEETING COULD HARDLY HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE WITHOUT SOME DISCUSSION OF THE POSTPONED 
OLSZOSKI VISIT TO ROME(REF A) AND OLSZOWSKI'S REPORTED 
DESIRE TO MAKE SUCH A VISIT ONLY IF HE COULD BE RECEIVED 
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CONSIDER FAVORABLE TO ITS POSITION VIS-A-VIS THA POLISH 
ESISCOPATE. SINCE CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS IN POLAND HAVE 
SOURED OF LATE ON THE ISSUE OF EDUCATIONAL REFORM, IT 
SEEMS CURIOUS THAT OLSZOWSKI WOULD FIND AUTUMN MOR 
OPPORTUNE THAN SUMMER IF HE WERE CONCERNED THAT SUCH 
A MEETING WOULD WEAKEN THE GOP IN INTERNAL CHURCH-STATE 
RELATIONS. A MORE LIKELY EXPLANATION IS THAT THE GOP MAY 
FEEL MORE SECURE NOW THAN IT DID IN JUNE TO MANAGE THE 
REACTION TO THE POLISH ESISCOPATE’S ATTACK ON THE EDUCA- 
TIONAL REFORM AND MAY WELL BELIEVE THAT AT THIS JUNCTURE 
ITS HAND WOULD BE STRENGTHENED IN CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
BY A PAPAL RECEPTION OF OLSZOWSKI. CONVERSELY. THE 
POLISH EPISCOPATE, PARTICULARLY CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI, WOULD 
BE UNHAPPY ABOUT THE POPE'S RECEIVING A RANKING REPRESENT- 
ATIVE OF THE GOP AT A TIME WHEN THE CHURCH'S PROGRAM FOR 
CATECHISM FOR RURAL YOUTH IS THREATENED BY THE EDUCATIONAL 
REFORM PROGRAM. 
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